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Abstract 
According to Thompson in her book Homelessness, she address that  although poverty in Ghana 
seems to drop down to makes a stable economy, children keep on ending up on the street.  
“streetism in Ghana is a profound phenomenon and, although poverty levels have plummeted, 
streetism is on the rise.” (Thompson,2012 pg 53). . Streetism according to Thompson is living of 
homeless. 
The concern with the child found as a  homeless is to be investigated.   Hence,the reason why 
children migrate onto the street.  
 This  project  address children on the street and why they migrate onto the street.  In order to do 
this I have decided to use various secondary cases from other researchers work focusing on children 
and their environment, basically in Accra Ghana 
 After writing this project, I have come to conclusion that child migration is on the rise whiles 
poverty is drastically falling in Ghana because of these factors affecting children, poverty, 
children’s own will to migrate and lack of parental concern on children migration etc.) (Hasan and 
Thorsen. 2011,pg 42) 
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Introduction. 
“Whiles their age mates are shaping their future in the classroom, these young ones seem to be 
roaming around the streets of Accra.  They are between the ages of 6 to 19 years roaming around 
the traffic lights in the main city.  These young boys beg for food and money on the street to 
survive.  They complain life on the street is hard”. (TV3 News 2013)  Although Christensen and 
O’Brien have described the street as an important place and vehicle for children’s construction of 
social and cultural interaction.  The street is thus seen presented in the media and by scholars is seen 
as a place as home where these young ones has to work to survive or a place for socialization. 
(Christensen and O’Brien 2003)   Here I will be focusing on  how children have been using the 
street as a place to survive.  They are normally found around the traffic light in the city begging for 
money and food to survive.  Due to money derived from people to buy necessary needs impression 
has been create that the city has something to offer.  Therefore children migration to the city which 
eventually lead them to live and survive on the street. 
According to the United Nations statistics over 60 percent of the youth will be living in the cities by 
the year 2025. (Christensen and O′Brien.2003), base on this City has long been attractive for 
destination where everyone migrate for better live. To live in the cities give you more advantages 
and privilege in life. To live in the city is more conversing in terms of principle, the cultural 
resources, the social network and great services it provides for its people (Christensen and O’Brien 
2003)  Because of the ideology on what the city can offer children ideas on this lead them to the 
city.  But can these children survive in the city with this ideology on what the city can offer? 
This research problem will be why children migrate into the city.  However, this project will be 
focusing more on the reasons for child migration into the city. 
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.Problem Area. 
There are several issues facing Ghana in the 21st century and one of the main is poverty among the 
population. The focus of this report is to analyze into details the reasons for children rampant 
movement into the city and how the city is affecting their life.  Lack of sufficient economic 
opportunity in some regions in Ghana is the cause of mass migrant of these young children.  
Thompson in her book emphasis that in Accra for example, 41 percent of migrants claim that they 
migrated to the city because they lack opportunities in their home regions. (Thompson 2012). 
In West African, especially in Ghana, parents and grandparents worry about their children’s 
immediate and future welfare so they encourage the move of children from one place to another.  
This is mostly from their parents in the rural areas to foster parents in the cities. They believe that 
this will benefit the youth when they move away from the home into the city.  Parent understands 
that youth have to move away from them for better education, work, and socialization and for their 
youth development.   They also believe that these entire contexts (that is their education, future)  
can be better off and will be of good quality when they move away from them in the villages into 
the cities hence the movement of their ward or children.   But this practice of child fostering or the 
ideology behind this movement as supposed by parents is mostly not the real case. Hence the need 
take a critical look at this. (Hashim and Thorsen 2011) 
 The movement mostly leads the children into the street and sometimes independent life where they 
have to look after themselves and sell on the street  for their foster parents or close relatives to make 
ends means to help the family financially, but neglecting the main purpose for their move to the 
cities from their villages. (Hashim and Thorsen 2011).  
The focus will be on the children and why the movement from the home into the city.  The reasons 
behind the movement will also highlight the general over view of movement. This provoking 
problem will help us also explores lives in the city and how this children are responding to it. 
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PROBLEM FORMULATION 
What is the relation between structural factors and agency in the children’s explanation 
for the reason why they move? 
 
 
Working question. 
1.  What are the structural factors leading to children migrant on the street?  
2. How do children explain movement (do they take active choice)? 
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PHILOSOPHY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 
In this project the main assumption regarding philosophy of social science will be base on social 
constructions.  One of the assumption regarding post-empiricist epistemology   ideas that  
“knowledge is not confined to the world of science but also to be found in the everyday world where 
social actors construct their world using structures.”Delanty and Strydom 2003 pg 372).   
The idea these philosophers wanted to create is that, the  world of today social world is socially 
constructed as in the book of socially construction of reality, which will be the main focus in the 
philosophy of social science of this project.    This approach of social construction of reality in the 
book by Berger and Luckmann (1966) is a theory of knowledge which explains the ideas and 
understanding of constructed world.  They emphasis that individual actor understand, and make 
meaning of their social world  base not only within individual actors in the society but also making 
encounter with other human individual actors. (Berger and Luckmann,pg45) 
According to Berger and Luckmann, “reality of life is shared by others in the society”.  Meaning 
‘individual actors’ life activity is done by their interaction or their construction with others in the 
society.  Another thought is experience of others which usually takes place in the face to face 
situation where actors behave as a prototypical case of social interaction.  This means that the 
present of other individual actors affect agent in their interaction with these others in the society. 
That is agent shared “activity” with other individual affect the agent to behave as others do  in the 
society. (Berger and Luckmann, pg 47) 
”My and his’,  “here and now” continuously impinge on each other as long as the face to face 
situation continous” 
The idea Berger and Luckmann wanted to create was that, each other “continuously “affect 
themselves in their day to day and “face to face situations.” Therefore agent encounter or 
interaction with others in the society affect them negatively and positively. (Berger and Luckman 
2003, pg 60)   As a matter of fact there is always expression of others in agent reactions. What 
others does or express is exactly what the agent does.  For example “I see him smile then react to 
my frown by smiling and I also smile again. (Berger and Luckmann, 2003 pg 61). 
  In this situation Berger and Luckman argue that this face to face situation is by means of other’s 
subjectivity which in a way is a symptom.  Because agent pretends to smile whiles in the real sense 
he is smirking within.  In the real sense emphasis was stress that in the face to face situation the 
other is real and this reality is part of reality of everyday life. (Berger and Luckmann,2003,pg 60) 
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From the above scenario the understanding or the conceptualization of social construction of reality 
is best explain that social constructions is all about agent choices in life and agent judgment in 
human life.  The main idea or focus here is ways or tunnel in which agent and others or activity 
present are participated and constructed in the surroundings or social reality.  This is all about how 
social phenomena are known and come about into the culture of human individuals present life.  
Therefore the social construction of reality is ongoing activity which individual actors produce 
them. (Berger and Luckmann,2003,pg 44)  
Another point argued on everyday life of reality in the social construction of reality is  
“Human expressivity is capable of objectivation” (Berger and Luckmann,2003,pg48) 
In this sense Berger and Luckmann was trying to say that  objectivity is the guiding principle of 
subjective to individual actor element or processes which makes them to react beyond face to face 
situation  encounter.   For example, when actor allow his situation of subjectivity behavior (anger) 
to be seen in body movement.  This can be actor killing for food to survive in the situation he found 
himself.  That is when the hunger of an actor without money to buy food has to use his objectivity 
reasoning to kill for his subjective thought.  So therefore the objectivity available is used by actor to 
survive his subjectivity reasoning. (Berger and Luckmann,2003,pg 50) 
Another thought is everyday language shared and express by the people in the society and the actor. 
Language here is seen as a vocal signs which is shared by actors and others or people he founds in 
the society. Understanding of language in the society the actor finds himself is by means of 
understanding the reality of life (Berger and Luckmann, 2003 pg 52)   Language here is seen as 
detachment from day to day situation in everyday life situation.  The detachment or disconnection 
of language ideally seen in the fundamentally in its strength or capacity to transport meanings that 
are not direct expressions of subjectivity.  This means that language help actor to make meaning to 
his activity through his reference to the same thought and experience being shared by other others 
in the society.  Actors makes meaning with their encounter with others through the same language 
they share among themselves. (Berger and Luckmann,2003,pg53).   
 
Language is basically refers to the reality of life experience by the consciousness among actors and 
others.  This means that language in reality of life is experience through actors intention and its 
express in through common-sense and not just expressing it any how or according to actors own 
way but what is understood by actors and others in the society.  Language is also seen as a facticity 
external to actors because it has influence on them thus affecting them.   
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This is because actors are force to behave in a manner as the others are behaving in the society. For 
example children on the street as force to behave in the same manner as other children on the street.  
They have to beg around the street to survive. 
Another emphasis of social construction of reality according to Berger and Luckmann is that the 
completeness of human actors in his develop states is his interrelationship with his environment.  
This means that actors inter relationship with others in the environment is also the period in which 
the actor’s identity is formed.  Self is formed through both the “ongoing human development and 
social process in the natural and human environment mediated through the significant of others”.  
This means that as actors start to experience and identify the real self in the subject and object 
reasoning, their identity of who they are is recognizes. (Berger and Luckmann,2003,pg69). 
In the above argument  Berger and Luckmann, 2003, conclude that when people tries to interact 
they interact with understanding and perception that are related to things in the environment and 
through their action and interaction they act on their knowledge of reality which eventually 
becomes reinforced. 
This is relevant to the project because we can understand that agent is affected by the factors in the 
environment which he react on his objectivity to satisfy his subjective reasoning. Social 
construction of reality takes personality out of the person or the individual actor and places the 
individual within the social situation.  It stress that reality is not a how we reflect on our own 
thought as actors but it comes from actors discourse or communication and interaction with people 
in the society or between people in the environment.  
 As was the point with regard to this analysis, language in construction of reality  plays a  vital role 
in the integration of everyday life.  Its seen as commonsense and with a finite meanings helping 
individuals to interpret their life through understanding of relevant situations in life.  Thus language 
seen as objective meaning to individual actor.  Signs is also seen as a subjective meaning to the 
individual and his fellow actors. 
Social construction of reality is relevant to this project when looking as the child on the street.  It is 
because the child on the street inhabits a world that is ‘real’ to him in different ways and in a way is 
confidence that the society has such characteristics like challenges to face.  
 This context relating to philosophy of social science is base on sociology.  How the philosopher 
sees the child on the street and the reality of life. How the philosopher use the epistemological 
statues of this concept the social construction of reality to inquire if child on the street is free and 
the ‘reality’  maintaining in the society. 
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METHODS 
The project will be base on qualitative method because it is ongoing project and seek to generalize 
argument on real live situation without taking into account the amount or the measurement of 
research and survey.   
The important of this project will be to investigate the interaction between agency and structure 
factors to move.  Therefore “what is the relation between structural factors of agency in the 
children’s explanations for why they move”.  Looking at the structural factors leading to children 
migrant and how children explain movement.  Beyond this common concern to this project, I have 
divided the project into four chapters. 
 The first section is the underlying level of the chapter which gives ideas on the kind of children 
found on the street and the name attach to their work given to them. 
The second section of the project is the level of interest which concentrate on the theory to be 
analyze.  The theory of Anothony Giddens in his book The constitution in the society, the  work of 
structuration,  talking about agency and structure.   
The third section  is the analyses chapter which will highlight the structural factors that is affecting 
agent to migrate.  This section will be use to answer the first working question. 
The fourth section is the chapter which will be used to answer the second working question.  Its 
gives ideas on the life on the street and life course among the youth.  
Conclusion will come after the fourth chapter then afterthought of the project.  Also, at the 
beginning of every section will be brief introduction of the heading and ending with the reasons 
why that section is relevant to the project. 
Secondary data will be use for the study case. I have chosen this approach because I will look more 
on the research from other people who have been on the field to do research.  Secondary data such 
as Critical incidence in article, journals, books,videos and Geoforum internet research  are selected 
in the project because they give rich information  useful for our research. Rich information in the 
sense that the information generated from these sources will help me research ideas and knowledge 
which will help me form and analyze this project in the way which will make sense to all readers.  I 
will mostly look into this research sources to gather information for further understanding of this 
topic and the project. I have decided to choose this methodological approach to help answer the 
research questions. 
The objective of the project is not to evaluate the implementation on the homeless, but to 
understand why they are moving to the street and life on the street. 
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LIMITATION 
This  project was basically focusing on the settling of Accra, but I realize that more settlings should 
have been taking into consideration in other to compare  and constract   how children in different  
settlings experience  street life and migration.  Article and journals was focusing on Thilde 
Langevang work during 2008, but I noted that recent articles has been published talking  more on 
the situation on the life on the street. Little attention was paid to childhoods transitions and factors 
affecting child migration. Recent researchers has illuminate different aspects of children  migrations 
and mobile lives which should have been the address in this project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THEORY 
I have decided to use the theory of structuration of Anthony Giddens as the main contexts to answer 
the working question.  Giddens according to Ira J. Cohen sees this work as useful when analyzing 
individual and society.  The argument is important when looking at agent who continues to play a 
central role for both this theory and how agent movements affect them with the rule and resources 
in the environment. 
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CHAPTER 1 
Underlying level  
The first section is the underlying level of the chapter which gives ideas on the kind of children 
found on the street and the name attach to their work given to them. This gives the ideas and 
understanding of category of street children in Accra, Ghana. 
Further this chapter will highlight the general over view of life course among the youth and also  a 
brief definition of childhood and migration. 
 
 
 
Hawkers 
Looking at this group in Ghana, they are defined as petty traders who sell their wares along urban 
streets. These another group sell from newspapers to traditional herbal medicine. They  normally 
roam about, although a few are more stably housed  most of them sleep on the street. (Aseidu and 
Agyei- Mensah, 2008).  As with this group it is not easy to estimate  with numbers (Brown et al 
(2009) but it is reported  a vendor which work with them emphasis that there are over 6000 and  but 
there are  no official statistics. Hawkers are almost everywhere on the street of Accra (Aseidu and 
Agyei- Mensah, 2008). 
There is no specific ethnic and gender in the group, due to the fact hawkers on the urban streets in 
Ghana is a multicultural group. Either  there  is practical facts that hawkers are  dominated by 
women, although  the commodities that are sold segmented along gender lines. For example, 
women typically sell food, such as roasted plantains and bread. These wares are sold in baskets that 
are carries on their heads. On the other  hand , the items sold by men (e.g., wrist-watches, dog 
chains) are commonly carried in bags, cases or on trolleys. On average, hawkers earn about US$ 2 
a day (Aseidu and Agyei- Mensah, 2008)  
According to Aseidu and Mensah, hawkers sells mostly according to their gnder.  There ar specific 
items or foodstuff which is sold according to gender.  Hence, males are expected to sell some items 
belonging to them whiles fmales too ar expected to sell itms belonging to their sex group.  But in a 
case where both sex find it difficult to sell items belonging to their sex they divert it itms which can 
fetch or generate income to survive. 
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Porters 
Others individuals on the streets in Ghana are porters, defined as carriers of baggage or luggage for 
a fee. There are both male and female porters on the street of Accra, the female are called kakayei 
(or kayayo for singular), while the male porters are called truck pushers. Statistically most of the 
porter’s workers are migrated from the northern part of Ghana and usually women (Opare, 2003).  
Most of these women, some reason only work for some few months in order to save, send money 
back home to their families in the villages. They eventually go back home to get marry and stay 
with their families (Agarwal et al.; 1997). There are no official estimate numbers available for 
porters as street children. Well according to the NGO called Catholic Action for Street Children 
(2010) there is an estimate number of 7000 kakayei in Accra and its nearest areas in 2006. 
One can find difference and similarities in the approach of work engaged in by male and female 
porters. There is a  need  for  help to do the work in terms of equipment for instance wheel barrows, 
carts and trolleys for men and pans and baskets for the women (Agarwal et al;. 1997). Most of the 
woman carry loads on their head while the man practically push the load on trucks. They both work 
long interval and its cheaper for the customers than using vehicles (Hutchinson, 2003). 
 
 
Life course among the youth 
In this era, it has come to realization by researcher on childhood development that the social 
change which is existing among the young people development is one thing which has to be 
recognize.  Other researchers and studies on youth stress that youth lives and development in life is 
rampantly becoming uncertain.  From other studies researching on the youth we can understood 
from Langevang analysis  that changes occurring as a result of  finding a job, leaving home and 
getting married and becoming a young adult are the ways and means connected to ways that is 
express by these young adult to leave home when experiencing the process of childhood into 
adulthood.  Therefore limited attention is given to young adult in Africa when they are going 
through the stages in life. (Langevang,2008) 
According o langevang we are certain in her work that young people transiting or changing from 
childhood to adulthood is just a status they have to attain to get there.  And that it’s a stage where 
the child has to leave home and family to carter or look after themselves for a new life.  The point at 
issue here is that these young people most in their life  shift from the education into employment 
when transiting into their stages of life.  In the real sense the ideology on this transition for the 
youth  as a stages where they have to be monitors has failed instead the youth is seen as way of 
becoming and  recognizing young adult as a stages of experience life and in a way walking through 
the part of life without any help thus surviving on their  own. (Langevang,2008) 
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But if this problem as hand  is taking  as   mean then  the young adult changing stage will just be an 
object of study or just merely the youth cultural interaction in their present era.  If this changes is 
seen as a non-linear then it’s important for a concern to emphases the implication that will be 
encounter through their  social life.  Other studies according to Langevang also state that the turning 
point or change of life from childhood to adulthood is a critical point as fateful moment by Anthony 
Giddens.  Where Giddens defines fatal moment as moments that have particular biographical 
significance.   Meaning  the turning point in the biographies of individuals where children survive 
through their own means.. (Langevang, 2008) 
This article stress that in order to understand this transition of life among the youth across space and 
time, the main approach to analyze this problem is constructive.  According to Johnson Hanks in 
this article constructive approach help to understand the event of youth stages which happens across 
time and a place or space.  Therefore the approach is mainly centered on vital conjunctures. Based 
on research interview with a Cameroon woman we understand the meaning of vital conjunctures as 
a “socially structured zone of possibility that emerges around specific period of potential 
transformation in a life or lives”.   This means a temporary arrangement within the power of 
change, or a period of ‘uncertainty’ in the life of the youth perceiving danger in their process of life. 
(Langevang, 2008).  so, the point here is that youth transitions of life is thereby seen as a period in 
ones life in which danger is encountered through within hat process to survive. 
Another approach which best describe vital conjunctures is the concept of ‘social navigation’ by 
Vigh, 2006 (Langevange, 2008) this is a conception of ‘life chances’ which draws attention to agent 
and environment.  Its gives clear notion about how the agent makes reality of their life under the 
object which is moving their life under the action of force in order to generate life possibilities in 
their environment.  It’s also base on the ways and means agent tries to manipulate and move 
through the social world and how they are moved by it.  Hence closer look at the agency and 
structure interplay of Anthony Giddens. (Langvang,2003). 
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CONCEPT OF CHILDHOOD 
‘A child is any individual below the age of eighteen years’. (Hasim and Thorsen,2011,pg 7)  The 
first transition of a child is when he or she enter into the formal education at the age of five or six 
years.  Childhood is also seen as a ‘gradual  stage of independence’. Meaning the childhood is seen 
as s astage wher the parent of the child monitors or impose a certain constrains or restriction on the 
child everyday mobility and also the parnt is concerned about the time and places the child move to 
and time he or she returns homes. (Hasim and Thorsen,2011,pg 8) 
 
Concept of mobility in Ghana 
Generally mobility is all ‘types of movement within shorter or longer distances in a different period 
of time or frequency from daily travel to seasonal migration, tourism and undetermined force 
displacement’. (Hasim and Thorsen, 2011, pg 11).  Mobility is here seen as movement of one place 
to another within a short or longer distance over a period of time.  In Ghana, mobility is seen as 
movement from the rural areas in order to get access to fertile land, or land which can be use for 
farming or agriculture.  Also, responding to climate change, mobility is seen as movement from one 
plac to another due to changes in the weather.  For example heavy down pour of rain resulting in the 
destruction of houses also attract mobility from one place to another.  Movement to the cities in 
search of employment in the ‘formal or informal’ companies available in the citites result in long or 
short term of movment.  Sometimes such movement lead to permanent due to the reasons for 
mobility.  Permanent movement is at the result of total destruction of houses, farmland etc. (Hasim 
and Thorsen, 2011, pg 11 &12) 
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Chapter 2 
Level of interest 
In the second part of the project I will make brief presentation of the core concepts of the project 
which give general idea on the theme, LIFE ON THE STREET in the project. I will look at the 
definition of agent and structure and structuration theory and how it link to the project. This will be 
use to answer the first working question. 
Before I commerce I want to give a brief history over view of Anthony  Giddens. 
Giddens is best known as a sociologist theorist in British?  His selected works from his 
methodological and epistemological work on the “Constitutions of the society (1984)” brought 
his world known fame which leads his work on sociology to be known to this time. His work is 
thus use for research and study in philosophy of social science.  His works are mostly base on 
theoretical and methodological understanding and ideas built on everyday life.  In his 
constitutions he built ideas on everyday life as an entailing knowledge where his main ideas 
were on social interpretations. Social interpretations of human actors or individuals who are 
“knowledgeable actors or agent”.  Knowledgeable agent in the sense that the individual 
rationalize their world in intelligent way throughout his activity. (Delanty and Strydom, 2003) 
 
 
THEORY 
The main theory used is the Structuration theory by Anthony Giddens, agency and structure. The 
theory which has been used by researcher in the study of social science. 
In his project I have decided to used the work of Anthony Giddens because I believe that his works 
on structuration theory gives better understanding of elements and fundamental and familiar 
problems in the social science and also the problem in this project. The main idea  in this theory is 
to address the issues that arise before decisions are made on the knowledge which bst suit the 
decision to pursue. 
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The theory is to enlighten the “duality and dialectical interplay of agency and structure”. Thus, 
“agency and structure cannot be conceived of part from one other; they are two sides of the same 
coin.” (Ritzer; 1996,pg 102).  The theory of structuration will be use in this project to answer  
working question,  
1. What are the structural factors leading to children migrant on the street? 
 
In the opening of the first line I would like to look at the meaning of structurtion theory, agent 
and structure and the relevant in it to help answer the working question. 
STURCTURATIONAL THEORY 
According to Cohen in his book structuration theory by Anthony Giddens, structurational 
theory “involves, de-centering of the subject in favour of a concern for the nature and 
consequences of the activities in which social actors engage during their participation in  day to 
day life”. (Cohen, 1989, pg 11)  
  The meaning of de-centering of the subject is ‘making of history’, therefore the assumption is 
actors ties to make life through their conduct and interaction with their day to day  activities 
in the society or with other individuals. Further it also means  the ways through which all 
aspect of social life are conducted and interacted in the social world and at the end the 
consequence or the implication ‘ensuing’.  From the definition,  Giddens was trying to draw 
our mind on the outcome of agent consequence on their interaction with their social world. 
How the social world affect them through their relation with them.  (Cohen,1989,pg 23)   
Structuration theory does not deny the fact that in every social relationship there is dialectic 
of control involving in the access to and manipulation of resources through which agents 
influence one another’s behavior. (Cohen,1989,pg25).  This concept means that agent 
production and reproduction life and social activities depends on the practice that an agent 
can be able to perform. So therefore, an agent skilled will determine how he will produce his 
life. Practice is defined as “make a difference”, thus skillful procedures, methods or techniques 
in which an agent uses to perform in his social world. Example is skills and resources a child 
required to perform on the street to survive.(Cohen,1989,pg32)  As in the book of Cohen, most 
often agent situation encountered are as the result of “structured”. (Cohen,1989,pg32). 
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AGENT 
Agent is any human being who involves himself in the process through which social life is 
constituted.(Cohen,1989pg 48). 
Giddens accept that stucturation theory draw our attention to both “material and social 
constraints” that affect the agent in which the agent cannot control it.  Also Giddens portrays  
that there is constraining forces and enabling Forces which  both affect the individual actor.  
With constraining forces  he meant the forces to which the agent must response 
‘automatically’ in the environment. That is the agent is force to act on this forces to survive.  
(Cohen,1989,pg 25) 
 
 
STRUCTURE 
The term structure is the” reproduction of social relations across time and space as transacted 
in the duality of structure”.(Cohen,1989,pg42).  Duality of structure is the “essential 
recursiveness of social life as constituted in social practices”, thereby  structure is seen as the 
“medium and outcome” of the reproduction of practices.   This medium and outcomes are the 
day to day routines, and also the rules in the institutionalized conduct.  The conduct that are 
recognize in the day to day  activities by the agent with the rules governing them .  At the matter of 
fact  resources and rules are considered as structure according to Giddens. 
Anthony according to his book (Constitution,1984) sees this concepts as useful when 
analyzing individual and society.  The  argument is important  when  looking  at agent which 
continues to play a central role for both this theory and in the society. 
This approach give rise to decisions and behavior of the agent as an individual  because of the 
role of social structures as  factors in the society  affcting  the agent as individual behavior and 
decision in life.  Therefore, the agent and structure are  studied and analyze as  “duality and 
the dialectical interplay of agency and structure “(Ritzer 2011,pg 104).   Duality and dialectical 
of   agency and structure are seen as intertwined in a way that  human agency and social 
structure are not two separate concepts or constructs, but rather they are two ways of 
understanding social actions.  Social structures are the medium of human activities.  They do 
not only restrict agency behavior but also in a way give possibilities for human behavior. 
(Ritzer 2011,pg110) 
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In this terms  when analyzing the child as a street child one cannot deny the place this child 
finds himself.  Both have to be studied to understand the interaction between them.  How 
society affect the child through interaction with the society.  Street children encounters with 
other individuals or activities in the society affect their behavior.  We also understand that the 
children encounter with other children on the street  or factors like the law, rules in the 
society are all activities seen as social structure which affect children outcome on the street.  
Structure exists only in the activities of human agents.   (Ritzer 2011,pg115)  In general,  
structure is best seen as a combination of both the constraints in the soceity and actions 
approaches(that is the forces in the society).  These   ‘constraints’ seen in the social institutions 
are family, work, income, law and education existing  in the society which in a way affect the 
agent.  (browne 2013 pg 18)   
Giddens concluded that structure can be constraining on action and enabling.   Meaning 
structure lead agent into things they would not be able to do and also, whiles people are 
constrained by social institutions (such as economic institution, symbolic orders, law, and 
political institution) they also have choice and can at the same time take action to support or 
change the institutions. (Bowne 2013,pg20).   
Another component of Giddens theory is that power is directly involved in actions of every 
person.  In the real sense Agent has the power to make different in the social world.   Giddens 
in his theory accord agent power to make different.    According to him to transform the 
situation of an agent he has to attain a certain power to transform the world he lives in.  
(Ritzer 2011,pg 116) Without power to control the activities on the street a child cannot 
transform the world he lives.   
Another thought emphases by Giddens was that, agent is seen as rational being in controlling 
his activities. All human beings are knowledgeable agents.  Objectivity fails to appreciate the 
complex of social action generated by agent operating with knowledge and understanding as 
part of their consciousness.  In this  project it can  be understood from Giddens theory that 
street   children rationalize their activities on the street to survive. They do all kinds of things 
in the rational way to survive. (Ritzer 2011)  They rationalize their world to survive.  As it is in 
the Video from TV3 network Ghana, showing childrens life on the street, we can understand 
that street children have their own way living in the rational work through their daily life on 
the street without any help.  Way of surviving is as a result of rational life. (TV3 NEWS 2013).   
Therefore agent in search for security and development rationalizes their activities and their 
physical and social contexts.  By rationalization Giddens means agent dealing with their social 
life in continuous monitoring their thought and activities. (Ritzer 2011)  Agent monitor or 
control their way of life to survive. 
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Chapter 3 
This chapter is the findings of Hasim and Thorsen in their book Child Migration in Africa.  Base on 
their interviews I will address some of the structural factors affecting these young ones to migrate 
into the city.  I will also base on this to answer the first working by analyzing the problem..  
Structural factors affecting agent 
a.   Poverty influencing child mobility 
b. Maltreatment affecting child mobility 
c. Parent influencing child migrant 
 
 
Poverty 
We want to look at the reasons why children migrate or move from one location to another. 
Also, we will look at how these reasons of movement affect the young people.   Poverty and the 
desire to earn money is the main reason for children movement.   How poverty exactly results in 
the migration decisions among the children has to be examined and look upon because  in a way  
affect the child.  Children change of location from one place to another is all at the result of 
poverty.  An interview by Hasim and Thorsen  with one of the street children help us to 
understand that the main reason why they move is as a result of poverty and hardship they 
found them in.  And also  they move to acquire a better life.  (Hasim aand Thorsen  2011, pg 42) 
Interview  with  Akuka. 
Akuka was 18 when he was interviewed.  He was interviewed in a village in the Ashanti Region 
of Ghana.  He complained that he has never been in school and migrated to the street since he 
was at the age of 14 years.  He complain that he was working in the village areas with someone 
outside his family member on the farm.  He stress that  
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“it was poverty that made me come here. (the street).  I  was not in school and I was uffering in 
the village, so my senior brother brought me here.  I did not want to come but poverty forced me 
out…. ( Hasim and Thorsen, 2011, page 42) 
 
 
In the above, interviewed made by Akuka, conclusion can be drawn that most of the children 
migrate into the cities because of poverty.     According to Hasim and Thorsen we understand 
that in the real sense poverty is seen in the communities or villages in which these children live.  
The children find no life in the village due to little local work or farming as compared to the 
city, lack of basic food supplies in the family, children go hungry without enough food to 
sustain them, a lot of people have few cloths, and quality of education is very low.  All these are 
among the things in which the child considered not enough for necessity of life in the 
community to protect them hence migrating into the city ending up being vulnerable. 
 
 
Maltreatment 
Hasim and Thorsen  in their research stress that maltreatment in the home  is also a factor 
and reason why children end up in the street or locate into the city.  These children do so to 
get rid of the abusive and violence in their homes.  They believe that there is the possibility of 
surviving in the city due to information gathered to survive in the place they want be and also 
due to high movement of adult migration.(Hasim and Thorsen,2011 pg43) 
 Their decisions, however, are strongly influenced by their own personal histories, identities and 
resources; their connections with social networks in a destination country…, and by the extent to 
which out-migration from their county or region is institutionalized.  
When  Children start to move from childhood to adolescent  they begin to search for personal 
needs in life, such as  clothes and independence income. Because of family  complex mix of 
dependence  life,  children begin to work at tender age  to generate money so that they can  
maintain  their ‘seniority’ and contribute to their households’ production and also look after 
themselves and pay for their own expenses when incurred.  That is contributing to their 
upkeep so that they can claim seniors in their household and immediate environment.  They 
are also expected to earn some income to buy their own necessities and needs.   According to 
Hasim and Thorsen, we realsie that attaining to senirotity in the family prevent a child  from 
maltreatment because the child looks after himself and can decide on his or her own, thereby  
they migrate into the cities to for job opportunities to generate income .   
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To maintain active relationship between extended families 
There are significance numbers of children who move to their relative to help them in particular 
needs.  Numerous are these children into the city.  Among them are girls, they move to help these 
relative because they don’t have elder girls to help them with their family house chores.  Parent 
allows this because of the ‘collective view of parenthood’ among family.  It’s their believe that there 
must be extended family help when the needs arise. That is family members have to help each other 
when the need arise.  And so one of the interviewed person was complaining that (Hasim and 
Thorsen,2011 pg 53) 
‘if your brother asks for your child, you cannot refuse because it’s his child too’ 
This portrays that children move or migrate due to the relations needs of adults or parents of 
these children and also for the active interaction of these parents or adults. (Hasim and 
Thorsen,2011 pg 54) 
Most of the children movement is without their views or knowledge on as to where they are 
going or why they have to move. They are just informed to move.  They don’t have any view in 
the mobility and therefore they have no choice than to move. (Hasim and Thoren, 2011, pg 54) 
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Chapter 4 
 (this chapter gives ideas interms of which it can be used to argure and answer the second working 
question) I will base on Thilde Langevang works on ‘We are Managing! Uncertain path to 
respectable adulthoods in Accra, Ghana to analyze how the children explains life on the street.  
 
1. How do children explain movement (do they take active choice)? 
Life on the street 
To understand the concept of children and  life situation in their environment i will base on Thilde 
Langevang Case study to explore the complex ways in which young people  (the youth) in Accra, 
Ghana explain  their way and life through in the city marked by economic hardship.  Through the 
article, i will also use it to explore how the youth explain the street as a space or place to survive.  
 We understand from an interviewed with Abdul in Accra that, for one to make it on the street of 
Accra, there is the possibility of one becoming magician before he can make it thought the 
uncertainty  in life.  Any means is use to generate anything to sustain in life.  Anything unusually 
means is done to achieve  something in life.(Langevang 2008) 
 
We have to be magicians.  We are practically speaking magicians.  You can’t count on anything and 
you have to start from nothing.  We have to make a cow of a chicken, and we are doing it.  We are 
managing’.  (Abdul). 
 
According to Abdul, young people who are trying to make it in life have to go through difficulty 
and uncertainty before they can make it in the era they find themselves in.  Uncertainty according to 
him is seen as a nervous feeling that one  have because you think bad things might happen.  All 
these problems resulted from the economic decline Ghana is experiencing due to generational 
economic crisis or event which happened in the 1970s and 1980s.  Although the government is 
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trying to restore these problems by attracting foreign investment, in a way not enough to solve the 
crisis. (Langevang 2008) 
 
 
 
 
Accra according to Langevang is a place where there is a mass different between the people living 
there. That is there is a big gap or different between the rich and the poor.   The rich people live in 
different districts or area whiles the poor also live in poor areas like the streets, markets as their 
homes etc.  (Langvang 2008) 
 
In Accra there is a sharp contract between the new business districts and middle – class housing 
developments on the other hand the lower income areas where majority of the city’s residents live 
without basic amenities and work from home, the street or market’. 
 
Accra is a space or place where the youth or young people are trying to make it in life.  They make 
efforts to generate something to keep them living. Anything that can generate money is what they 
try to do.  Selling on the street, hawking, helping people to transport their goods to their destination 
are among the things they do to get money to survive.   They try to manage anything they see as job 
or can fetch them money.  They do all these because of lack of job opportunities in the city for 
them.  Because of this setback face by the youth in Accra they are sometime referred to people 
without hope. (Langevang 2008) 
 
‘Some commentators have called African youth a ‘lost’ generation referring to a generation whose 
life prospects look bleak ‘ 
 
Despise uncertainty among the youth, they still press on achieve their goals through their difficult 
situations therefore everyone responding to every greeting by ……. 
 
‘We are managing’ 
 
This is the respond whenever someone greets anyone.  (Langevang 2008). 
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CONCLUSION 
In the nut shell this project serve to answer how children explain their movement in different views 
which in a way answer the problem formulation.  The argument by Hasim and Thorsen in this 
project helps to understand that children play part in influencing their life course in the difficult 
situation they encounter.  This is because children wanting to buy personal needs, better jobs or 
employment and also to help family members in other places stress that children are part of their 
motivation underlying their migrant.  Both parent and children are seen as the cause.  Parent in a 
way encourage movement so their ward can get the best in life, in a way children should  have also  
negotiate hard with their parent to stay. 
This project help argue that children’s lives need to be highlighted as they unfold in practice.  The 
story of Abdul presented in this project help the analytical perceptive stress the if conditions of 
young people’s life condition in the on street of Accra, the place they position themselves to live 
and how they make their way through the street.  We could see from the story that all these young 
ones view their future as a bright one and see them as ‘being somebody’.  They all want to acquire 
some statues in life so as to become responsible, mature and independence personality in future.  
They believe that uncertainty experienced in the process of their life course within their social and 
material resources makes them to b in a position where they will be able to manage their own life. 
A central idea emphasizing the young ones in this era of Accra is that uncertainty is involves when 
they are making their life stages in life. This uncertainty are seen as factors affecting their life 
stages.  In this project I have learnt that there is complex meaning attach to the definition of 
adulthood in Accra, a complexity in the uran areas when these children lives and experience life.  
Therefor young people live in the context of shaping life, and as they are being shaped with their 
own action.  So young people ways of managing their life situation through adulthood  in a way  
has impact on their  transitions in their life stages. 
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599&q=LIFE+ON+THE+STREET+IN+ACCRA&oq=LIFE+ON+THE+STREET+IN+ACCRA
&gs_l=img.3...4680.18736.0.20483.27.17.0.9.2.0.827.2840.8j5j2j1j6-
1.17.0....0...1ac.1.32.img..13.14.2185.H1iBvKsBsjc#imgdii=_ 
http://www.sciencedirect.com.molly.ruc.dk/science/article/pii/B9780080449104003
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9. VIDEO 
News On TV 3, Ghana Television Network, 23rd October,2013. 
https://www.facebook.com/newsontv3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
